
Adjectives and  Adverbs.  

I. Adjectives:  

Adjectives are words that describe the Noun before them in the sentence. Adjectives often express the 
quality of nouns or tell us what something is like or its origin. They can be places before or after the Noun:  

- The girl is beautiful.  
- The beautiful girl. 

 
 Adjectives describe Nouns by giving some information about an object’s: size (big, small) – shape 

(round, circle) – age (old, young) – colour (red, black) - origin (Algerian; American) – materiel 
(wooden, plastic) - opinion (lovely, cute) – condition (new, old/ ancient).  
 

 When using multiple Adjectives, you have to respect the following order of adjectives: 
“Opinion, size, condition, age, colour, material, origin”:  

- An old Italian clock ……. Opinion, old then origin 
- The slim new French trousers …….. Size, condition and origin.  

Degree of Adjectives: 

1) Positive: shows no degree.  
- I bought a big wooden table.  
 

2) Comparative: compares between two things.  The comparative adjective is showed by “er” in case of 
short adjectives and “more” in case of long adjectives, and it is accompanied by “than”.  

- The boy is taller than the girl who is in front of him. 
-  This sofa is more comfortable than the old one. 

 
3) Superlative: compares between more than two things. The superlative adjectives is showed by the 

suffix “est” in case of short adjectives and “most” in case of long adjectives, and it is accompanied 
by “ the”. 

- He is the richest man in the country. 
- He is the most powerful.   
 Irregular Adjectives: - Good…...better / best.                   -Much 

                               -Bad…….worse / worst.             –Many more / most  
                               -Little….. less / least.   
                              - Far….. Further / furthest. 
 
Forming Adjectives: 

Suffixes that indicate Adjectives:                                          Prefixes that indicate Adjectives: 

 Able/ Ible: comfortable, invisible                               * Un: unfair; unhappy 
 Al/ Ial: comical, industrial  
 Ful: beautiful, peaceful                                             *In: inactive, incomplete 
 Ic: economic, classic 
 Ish: Irish, British, foolish                                          * Im: imbalance, impolite, impossible 
 Ive: active, creative, talkative 



 Less: endless, motionless                                          * Il: illegal, illegible, illogical.  
 Eous, ious, ous: spontaneous, ambitious, anxious  
 Y: windy, wealthy, busy 

II. Adverbs:  

Adverbs are words that describe or qualify how, when, where, in what manner, and to what extent 
something is done.  

Adverbs often respond to the following questions: When? Where? Where? In which manner? To what 
extent?. So the adverbs give more explanation or a clear image of the action described. 

- The dog runs.                                           –The dog runs excitedly.  

Thus with the use of adverbs you can get a more interesting image of what you are speaking of or listening 
to.  

    Type of Adverbs:  

a) Adverbs of manner: explain how an action is carried out. Adverbs of manner generally are adjectives 
with the suffix “ly” added to the end: “slowly, clearly, clumsily”. 

 Some adverbs take the form of adjectives without adding the suffix “ly”: “hard, fast, well”.  
 

b) Adverbs of place:  explain where the action is happened. They provide contexts for Directions, 
Distance and Positions.  

- They travel down the city. (direction) 
- My mate is sitting close to me. (distance) 
- Can you move forward to the front of the room, please? (position) 

 
c) Adverbs of frequency:   explain how often something occurs. 
 Indefinite frequency: usually, generally. 

-I usually go to cinema. 
 Definite frequency: daily, yearly, once, twice. 

-We celebrate our birthday yearly. 
 

d) Adverbs of time:  explain when the action is occurred. Adverbs of time are always placed at the end 
of the sentence.  

- We first met together last year.  
- I have to go now. 

N.B: you can put adverbs of time in the beginning of the sentence to emphasis on them, or when the time is 
important in the context. 

- Last year was the worst year of my life. 

- Next month will be very important month to us.  

  

 

 


