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Western Women Trave]lers“»\gg;ia‘;‘jngfh"' African Women’s Encounters:
Between Female Bonding and the Persistence of Imperial Attitudes.

February, 7th-2024

The impetial thetoric of Western travel narratives of the 19" and early 20" century has seen a
marked resurgence of interest in recent decades. These nartratives both created and reinforced
long held Western conceptions and configurations of the “Other”. In his Orientalism: Western
Perception about the Orient (1978), Edward Said writes that travel writers wete in the service of the
empire and played a vital role in the imperial production of knowledge and consolidating of
imperial power. Said shows how imperial discourse and hegemony is implicated in the
stereotypical discursive invention and production of the Oriental as the exotic and infetior
“Othet” par excellence.

The intersection of the rhetoric surrounding empire, gendet, race, and the role of travel, is
nowhere more conspicuous than in women travel literature. Though most women travellers
reproduced the imperial thetoric of their male counterpatts, they used travel as an opportunity to
escape the stifling gender roles at home. By the virtue of their gender these women were able to
access native homes and telate stories inaccessible to men. In the Otient, race and gender, thus,
allowed women travellets to regain a power denied to them at because of their gendet.

This study day complements previous days and published wo of the Otient and its
women. It invites contributots to fill the void in scholarshi Yati ‘ryth’) frican women and
gender issues in the nineteenth and first half of the tyehti€th centuries: “An fact despite the
enormous body of literature on travel writing and empit ea d rtegelewsiting) af gender, to date
little has been said about the representation of North A riean woreniisWestern travel literature
written in English. Most strikingly, the existing literatu eca%p s little heed fo ﬂ;je ways in which
English speaking travellets appraised the colonial enterprisés, o other opedn powers such as
France. Contributors are invited to examine connection : dcﬁ&g‘g’-’mﬁ}z between English
speaking women travellers and North African women in relatio 4 varicty of fictional and
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nonfictional texts: lettets, journals novels, pamphlets etc which embodied natratives of travel,
gender issues, cross-cultural encounters and colonial discoutse.

The study day aims to delve into the complex relationship between Western women travellers
and North African women, focusing on the notions of sisterhood, agency, and the perpetuation
of colonial discourse. By examining the narratives, encounters, and representations of these

women, we seek to uncover the intricate ;Z a}r’l&i:c,é;,dtif blay;dqring the 19th and carly twenticth
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We invite researchers to submit abstracts %éldﬁ\essmg the foﬂaﬁ;vi:p% themes, although other related
topics ate also welcomed: =\ gt T

- Analysis of how Western women tra qgfej,.hjf'r\s_<:1e'p"'1'ct¢:d Nx}l/‘éh African women in their
narratives, diaties, letters, fiction and travel gxcg;o‘untsf’e’t'c

- Examination of the construction of Orientalist 'sféfeotypes, cultural misunderstandings,
and the impact of colonial petspectives on these representations.

- Exploration of the agency, resistance, and subvetsive actions demonstrated by North
African women in response to colonial encounters.

- Investigation of the potential for sisterhood, empathy, and alliances between Western
women travellers and North African women.

- Examination of instances where cross-cultural understanding, collabotation, and mutual
support emetged despite colonial powet dynamics.

- Analysis of the complex intersections of gender, religion, and other identity markers in
the encounters between Western women travellers and North African women.

We will gladly considet presentations in English, Arabic, Tamazight and French.
If you submit an abstract in a language other than English, please attach a translated version.

We welcome abstract submissions of 250 words for 10-20-minute presentations (6-8 typed pages,
double-spaced) by January 15th, 2024. Please submit abstract and brief bio to:
northafr.studyday@ummto.dz

Study Day Otganiser: Dr. Seddiki Sadia,department of English, MouloudMammeti University
of T1z10Ouzou.

Otrganising Team:

Gada Nadia, Dept of English , Mouloud Mammeri University
Larabi Sabeha, Dept of English , Mouloud Mammeri University.
Seddiki Sadia, Dept of English , Mouloud Mammeri University.
Maidi Naima, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University.
Aziz Rabea, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University
Matmer Dalila, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University
Tafroukht Zohra, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University
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Scientific Committee:
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Pr, Achi Nacira, MouloudMammeri Univetsity, TiziOuzou. pépartement z\
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Dr, Aziz Rabea, Mouloud Mammeri University, TiziOuzou s/

Dr. Gada Nadia, MouloudMammeri University, Tizi Ouzou.
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/Pr, Guendouzi Amar, Mouloud Mammeri University, T 1ziOuzou.

Dr Hatem Youcef, MouloudMammeri University, TiziOuzou.
Dr.Larabi Sabeha, MouloudMammeri, University, TiziOuzou
Pr, Riche Bouteldja, MouloudMammeri University, T1ziOuzou.
Dr Seddiki Sadia, MouloudMammeri, University, TiziOuzou.

Dr.Siber Mouloud, MouloudMammeti, University, TiziOuzou.

Pr Zerar Sabtina, MouloudMammeri University, TiziOuzou.





