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Combattre les idées-recues sur I’Afrique : un préalable pour son
développement

Pr Aomar Baghzouz
UMMTO

Question principale

L’Afrique est-elle vraiment mal partie pour se developper
ainsi que le pronostiquait Rene Dumont déja en 1962...
...ou au contarire serait-elle, par son dynamisme et sa

resilience en train de dementir les perceptions les plus
contradictoires et les predictions les plus pessimistes?

Hypothéses

Du fait de leur effet contagieux sur les decideurs africains, les idees-recues sur
I’ Afrique nuisent a son decollage economique.

2- 11 existe une relation de cause a effet entre certaines representations de
I’ Afrique et les presupposes qui ont fonde les strategies de developpement du
Continent.

3- Le developpement de I’ Afrique est lie a la mise en place d’un nouveau
modele economique authentiquement africain et debarasse des idees fausses.

Plan

e I- Clarifications terminologiques et methodologiques

* II- Idees-recues sur le developpement de I’ Afrique: Afro-
pessimistes Vs Afro-optimistes

e III- Pour un nouveau modele de developpement pour I’Afrique

* I- Clarifications terminologiques et methodologiques

_De quoi parle t-on: D’une Afrique ou des Afriques ?

* D’une Afrique en devoppement, en marche, en decollage, en phase
d’emergence, ou en marge de la mondialisation ?

* Comment mesurer le developpement de I’Afrique ?

Des Afriques contrastées
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Sahara
occidental ™

Afrique du Nord

ERYTHREE

SENEGAL Afrique saharienne

GAMBIE I, DJIBOUTI
GUINEE : :

BISSAU

GUINEE Afriquede I'Ouest

SIERRA
LEONE LIBERIA

GUINEE EQUATORIALE

GABON-
CONGO
Afrique

Centrale
MOZAMBIQUE

) 1000 Km

Afrique -

statistiques-mondiales.com

» Pays les moins avances (PMA) : 34/55 en marge de la mondialisation

* Pays en (voie de) developpement (PED/PVD):

* “Lions africains”: Algerie, Angola, Egypte, Afrique du Sud, Nigéria,
I'Egypte, Maroc, Tunisie

* Pays emergents : Afsud, Nigeria, Rwanda, Maurice

Forces et Faiblesses de I’ Afrique

Des Atouts Des Faiblesses
* Vaste continent
(30 millions de » Une economie rentiere et peu diversifiee
kilometres carres) * Surendettement, et dépendance de
et position I’extérieur
geostrategique
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Ressources
naturelles
(petrole, minerais,
bois...)
Un fort potentiel
agricole
Une population
jeune et de plus en
plus formee
Un marche -
attractif
Des -

Communautés

€¢conomiques
régionales a
I'ceuvre (ex-
CEDEAO-
UEMOA)

Des modelesde
reussite africaine

(Rwanda,
Afsud...)

Le continent concentre plus de 60 %
pauvres de la planéte, pour pres de 50 %
en Afrique subsaharienne.

6 % des terres irriguées sur le continent
africain contre 37 % en Asie
50 % de la population du continent, n’ont
toujours pas acces a I’¢lectricité, dont
I’industrialisation en patit.

Faiblesse du commerce intra-africain (12
% en integrant le commerce informel
contre 40 % pour la moyenne mondiale)

80 % des exportations africaines
concernent les matieres premieres,
Instabilite politique et problemes
securitaires

3-Comment mesurer le developpement de 1’ Afrique

* Pas de consensus sur les criteres autour de notions aussi varies que
flous: emergence, decollage, developpement...
» Il y’a autant de clasements que les criteres qui les fondent : PIB, IDH,

IPH...

* L’Observatoire pour I’émergence en Afrique (OBEMA), un think tank
d’experts africains a etabli en 2017 un index avec 4 criteres
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II-Idees-recues sur le developpement de I’ Afrique

* Beaucoup a été dit et ecrit sur le developpement et le sous-
developpement de 1’ Afrique mais la plupart de cette littérature reflete
un vision pas toujours objective des realites africaines.

* Ces perceptions negatives sont parfois I’ceuvre d’auteurs africains.

Fable: Comment |’elephant (africain)

est percu par six aveugles ?
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La colonisation est responsable du sous-developpement de I’Afrique

» Cette responsabilite est indeniable : pillage des richesses, esclavage,
destructuration sociale et culturelle. ..

* Les ecrits dans ce sens foisonnent: Samir Amin, Martine Camacho,
Walter Rodny...

» Cependant, on ne peut pas tout imputer a la seule colonisation,
plusieurs decennies apres les independances africaines.

* Ce discours bas¢ sur le fameux complot néocolonialiste ne permet
plus aux dirigeants africains d’occulter leurs propres responsabilités

* Pourquoi alors certains pays (Rwanda, Afsud, Nigeria) ont-ils pu
emerger ?
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L’Afrique est refractaire au developpement economique

De meme qu’on dit que 1’ Afrique est refractaire a la democratie, on dit
aussi souvent que I’homme africain n’est pas pret pour realiser son
propre deveveloppent economique

Ce raisonnement est base sur le fait que 1’ Afrique est souvent associ¢e
a la pauvreté et au sous-développement et au fait que son decollage
economique peine a se realiser.

Une representation de I’ Afrique et des Africains relayee par certains
medias et politiques occidentaux a I’instar de Nicolas Sakozy pour qui
"I'nomme africain n'est pas assez entré dans 1'histoire* (Discours de
dakar, 26 juillet 2007)

Un constat simpliste decoulant d’une approche culturaliste et
essentialiste qui donne une image stereotypee, tronquee et caduque de
la realite africaine

L'Afrique est le berceau de 1'humanité, et I’intelligence africaine a fait
et fait encore le bonheur des societes occidentales. Aujourdhui, 10 %
de diplomes africains vivent et travaillent a I’etranger.

Malgre la fuite des cerveaux, I’émergence économique est une realite
qui marque le continent depuis que des pays comme I’ Afrique du Sud,
le Rwanda et 1’Ethiopie ont montre la voie.

3- Les Flux des IDE vers ’Afrique augmentent de facon exponentielle

Certes, depuis le debut du XIXeme siecle, ces flux ont augmente en
valeur selon les pays et les annees, signe de la renaissance economique
africaine

Certes aussi, des etudes theoriques montrent que les IDE ont un
impact positif sur la croissance économique soit directement a travers
le flux des capitaux qu’ils génerent, soit indirectement, a travers la
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création de I’emploi et le transfert des connaissances et des
technologies qui les accompagnent
Flux des IDE vers I’Afrique (Rapport 2023 sur D’investissement dans le

monde)

* Mais la croissance ¢économique, quand elle est realisee, n'est pas
toujours synonyme de développement : chaque annee, des dizaines de
millions d’habitants franchissent les seuils d’extreme pauvrete en
Afrique (1, 25 $/jour)

* En termes comparatifs, les IDE vers I'Afrique n'ont représenté que 3,5
% des flux mondiaux en 2022, contre 5,2 en 2021 et 4,1 % en 2020.

Exemple des IDE vers I’Algerie

» Lattractivite des IDE est variable selon les pays : En Algerie, en depit
d’un nouveau code des investissement plus incitatif (2022), les
investisseurs etrangers ne se bousculent pas encore au portillon.

25



* Les IDE vers I’Algerie n’ont atteint que 89 millions $ en 2022 contre
870 millions en 2021, soit un peu moins que la moitie des transferts
de la diaspora (1,8 md §), transferts eux-memes negligeables
compares a ceux de ’Egypte (28 md), du Nigeria (20 md) et du
Maroc (11 md) pour la meme annee 2021.

* Causes : faiblesse du secteur financier, bureaucratie, insecurite
juridique, acces au foncier industriel, etc.

4- La Chine partenaire privilegie pour le developpement de I’ Afrique

* Il est indeniable que la Chine est I’'un des plus importants
contributeurs a I’essor économique réalisé par 1’ Afrique ces vingt
dernieres années

* Le « consensus de Pekin » offre les fonds chinois sans intrusion dans
les affaires internes des Etats africains

* Depuis 2010, la Chine s’est affirmee comme premier partenaire de
I’ Afrique

* @Grande pourvoyeuse de préts financiers, d’infrastructures et
d’échanges universitaires, la Chine a su répondre aux besoins de
transformation de 1’ Afrique bien mieux que les Américains et les
Europeens.

* Mais il n ya pas de partenaire plus philantropique que d’autres. Tous,
defendent leur interet national.

* Certains la percoivent meme comme un predateur en Afrique
notamment par son achat massif des terres arrachees aux paysans.

5- La Zone de libre-échange continentale africaine (ZLECAf) va permettre aux pays
africains de diversifier leurs exportations, d’accélérer leur croissance et d’attirer les
IDE

* Les potentiels beneficiaires ne tarissent pas d’eloges sur le projet de la
ZLECAf parcequ’il leur fournirait un marche unique de 2 milliards de
consommateurs en 2050.

Ce projet gigantesque de I’'UA correspond par aux ideaux des panafricanistes

issus du groupe de Casablanca aux debuts des annees 60 qui appelaient a [’unite
du Continent

» Cependant, ce qui n’a pas ou peu marche au niveau des sous-regions
de I’Afrique, peut-il reussir a I’echelle continentale ?
* L’Afrique est un cimetiere d’orga-

-nisations regionales mort-nees ou

en declin (CEN-SAD, UMA...).
* On craint que la ZLECAf ne
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profitera qu’aux élites africaines et

au capital transnational, au

détriment des communautés locales

Le probeme de I’integration africaine reside entre autres dans le
manque d’une vision d’avenir, d’une volonte politique et de la
"desunion des Etats de I’'UA”, conjugues a leur dependance
exterieure...

Avec les disparites economiques inter-africaines, un mecanisme de
sanctions est necessaire dans la ZLECAT pour proteger les economies
non-competitives

Faire de la ZLECAf un facteur d’emergence de I’ Afrique et non un
cheval de troie pour les Occidentaux et les Emergents qui cherchent a
augmenter leurs parts de marche.

Faire de la ZLECAf une locomotive de la production africaine et non
un simple marche pour les produits d’importation.

6- Les politiques du FMI ont impulse le developpement de I’ Afrique

I11-

Le FMI pretend que ses PAS ont produit de bons resultats en termes
d’allegement de la dette, de reduction de la pauvrete et de
developpement en Afrique.

Le FMI soutient que I’ouverture sur ’exterieur confere dynamisme et
prosperite aux pays qui s’y essaient et preconise d’opter pour la
mondialisation et le neo-liberalisme

Neanmoins, beaucoups d’Africains accusent la mondialisation et le
FMI d'engendrer les inégalités et d’accentuer la pauvrete sur le
Continent

Des voix ne cessent de denoncer les travers du neoliberalisme qui
fonde les politiques du FMI et les obstacles a I’emergence africaine.

Pour un nouveau modele de developpement pour I’Afrique

Le defi est de créer une economie africaine moderne, diversifice et
interconnectee

Promouvoir le capital humain y compris diasporique

Capter les investissements d’abord africains

Preserver les biens communs: forets, terres, lacs...

Se proteger d’une concurrence deloyale vis-a-vis du reste du monde
Assurer I’emploi pour les jeunes africains: 600 millions de jeunes sont
attendus sur le marche du travail d’ici 40 ans, a raison de 15 millions/an.
Assurer la transformation des matieres premieres en Afrique: produire
pour reduire la dependance exterieure
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* Mettre en place un modele autocentre ou c’est le marche africain qui
doit etre le moteur de la croissance africaine.
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Abstract:

Since the end of World War II, the most important intellectual and academic efforts to
theorize development began to emerge, where the first signs of development literature appeared
and the conceptual system, theories and development models it included, topped by Western
modernization theories, then leftist socialist theories, and the countries of the world were
divided at that time between those who followed the capitalist or socialist style. This was
followed by the ideologicalization of development paths, and the failure of various approaches
to achieve the development desired by developing countries. With this failure, the post-
development movement emerged, which falls within the post-modern vision of the world, and
is based on criticizing development as a concept and as an idea, and on the necessity of moving
beyond it towards other approaches.

Keywords: Development - post-development - exploitation - the third world
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The impact of international crises on the economies of African countries: a comparative
study of the financial / economic crisis - the Corona pandemic - the war on Ukraine
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Abstract:

The world order is often exposed to multiple crises, which will bring uncertainty and
risk to the African economy. The latter should show improvements in their development
indicators in response to the pressures imposed by these crises.

Based on the above, this research paper analyzes the negative impact of international
crises on the development path in Africa, by focusing on the impact of the developments of the
2008 financial crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the war on Ukraine, in many African
countries that are already in fragile situations, and a severe decline in resilience and shock
handling.

The paper concludes that given the limited space for policymakers to maneuver in
times of crisis, either due to tight fiscal space and/or limited institutional capacity, the impact
of the economies of African countries was varied from one crisis to another and from one
country to another, but it is certain that the Corona pandemic was the most extensive and
most impactful.
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Projected real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth in Africa from 2020 to 2024, by region.

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1222789/projected-real-gdp-growth-rate-in-africa-by-
region/
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A study in its social effects and internal challenges
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Abstract : The study focused on the statement of modern development indicators in the United Republic
of Tanzania, with an indication of the internal and external challenges it faces, which impede the

sustainability of these indicators and their development in a way that allows this country to maintain its
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stability, and then the continuation of its comprehensive and sustainable development programs, and this
matter undoubtedly requires a continuous and effective confrontation of economic obstacles And the

political and system of corruption in the state apparatus.

The study concluded in its overall results that the procedural steps taken for the purpose of the
developmental advancement in the country and at all levels may be subject to regression due to many
internal challenges, foremost of which is the decline in societal awareness of the importance of developing

infrastructure and development in the country as well as the effects of external challenges.

Keywords: Tanzania, social effects, economic effects, internal and external challenges.
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Indicator Economic

- (GDP (current US$) 75.71(2022 billion

— (GDP per capita (current US$) 1192.4 (2022

— (GDP growth (annual % 4.6 ) (2022)

-(Unemployment, total (20, 8 % of total labor force) (modeled ILO estimate) (2022)
— (Inflation, consumer prices (annual %4,4) (2022
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Institutions Indicator

-(Intentional homicides (4 per 100,000 people) (2020)

- Central government debrt, total (% of GDP) No data available

- Statistical performance indicators (SPI 58.1 ): Overall score (scale 0-100) (2019)

-(Individuals using the Internet ( 32 % of population) (2021)

-(Proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments (37 %) (2022)

—(Foreign direct investment, net inflows ( 1.3% of GDP) (2021
g
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Abstract:

China's engagement in Africa has been an issue of discussion in recent years,
with concerns raised about its military activities on the continent. While
China has expanded its presence in Africa, it is important to note that the
country officially maintains a policy of non-interference in other nations'
internal affairs, including military involvement. China's engagement in Africa
primarily focuses on economic cooperation, infrastructure development, and
trade. The Chinese government often provides loans and investments in key
sectors such as energy, transportation, and telecommunications. These
initiatives aim to promote economic growth and enhance bilateral relations
with African nations.

However, it is worth noting that there have been reports and speculation
about the emerging presence of Chinese military personnel in Africa. The
Chinese government's policy of militarization in Africa has garnered
significant attention and raised concerns globally. Some observers and
analysts suggest that these military activities are primarily related to
peacekeeping missions under the United Nations Organization (UNO), anti-
piracy operations, and providing security for its vast investments and citizens
residing in Africa. In addition, China has established its first overseas military
base in Djibouti in 2017, which serves as a logistics hub to support its
peacekeeping and humanitarian missions in the region.

The present paper attempts to analyze the Chinese militarization policy in
Africa and it leads to progress and development in Africa. It explores the
motivations, implications, and challenges associated with China's
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militarization efforts on the African continent. In addition, the paper
highlights the US reactions toward the Chinese militarization policy in Africa,
and how this militarization policy will impact the US- Chinese rivalry in the
African continent.

Key words: China, Africa, militarization policy, the US.

1. Introduction:

As a term coined in foreign policy and international relations,
militarization refers to the process by a state becomes increasingly reliant on
the military for various aspects of governance and decision-making. It is often
associated with the expansion of military capabilities, the increasing influence
of the military in homeland affairs, foreign policy, and the prioritization of
military solutions to political problems. Defined by Doughman (2016),
militarization is the strategic placement of troops and military installations in
a given territory, and the latter being re-concepted in military terms. i. e. a
territory to be secured against an enemy threat (p. 444).

Militarization refers to the process and consequences of increasing reliance
on the military in politics and international relations. It is a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon that has significant implications for societies,
states, and global security.

For Luckham (1977), militarization is currently a global phenomenon. The
structure of the contemporary world system implicates almost all states in a
broad process of militarization, whether by autonomous choice, the pressures
of external threat, the demands of alliance partners, or the follow-on
consequences of technology-heavy force structures. Hence the isomorphic
structures of armed forces and defence bureaucracies around the world, the
relative standardization of equipment, personnel requirements, and even
uniforms (p. 134).

According to Tanter (1984), the term militarization presumes both a
‘normal’ role for the military and a level of military activity, against which the
militarized condition of the state can be measured. In an international system
in which standing armies are the norm and where there is a need for self-
protection, the relatively highly militarized deviants must undertake unusual
activities to be noticeable (p. 162).

There are five internal dimensions which are predominantly involved in
constructing militarization: (1) expanded military force structure, (2) military
predominance in politics, (3) a preference for coercive solutions to political
problems, (4) cultural supports for organised state violence, and (5) the degree
of offensively-oriented external military alignment, alliance, or war-fighting
capacity.

A state is said to undergo a process of militarization if the following five
characteristics are exhibited:

+ an increase in the size, cost and coercive capacity of a nation's armed

forces, police and security agencies;

+ a greater political role for the military;

+ an increase in the state's reliance on organised force, domestically and

abroad, to secure its policy goals, rather than ideological hegemony and
bargaining;
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+ a change in the culture in the direction of values and beliefs that more
effectively support organised state violence; and

+ increasing external offensive military alignment or alliance with other
states, or use of force externally. (Tanter, 1984, p. 165)

Militarization can occur in different forms, such as the growth of military
budgets, the proliferation of military technology and weaponry, the expansion
of military bases and presence, and the militarization of law enforcement and
border control. It can also involve the integration of military personnel and
values into non-military institutions, such as academia or the media.

The reasons for militarization in politics and international relations can be
varied. Some states may choose to militarize as a response to perceived
security threats, seeking to deter potential adversaries, or protect their
national interests. Others may embrace militarization as a means to
consolidate power, suppress dissent, or maintain authoritarian rule.

Critics argue that militarization can have detrimental effects on democratic
governance, civil liberties, and human rights. It can divert resources away
from social welfare programs and exacerbate economic inequalities.
Additionally, militarization can contribute to an escalation of conflicts,
regional tensions, and arms races; potentially increasing the likelihood of
armed conflict.

The militarization of foreign policy has both positive and negative
implications. It is worth to mention that having a strong military is necessary
for deterrence, protection of national interests, and maintaining global
stability. Also, building a strong military force can be a decisive tool to achieve
specific foreign policy objectives. However, over-reliance on military means
can lead to excessive use of force, violation of international law, erosion of
diplomatic efforts, and strained international relations.

Characterized by the increased reliance on military means for achieving
foreign policy objectives, the militarization of foreign policy typically involves
the prioritization of military action and the use of force as a primary tool to
advance national interests and resolve international conflicts. Several factors
contribute to the militarization of foreign policy. These are cited below:

+ National Security Doctrine: Some countries may adopt a national

security doctrine that emphasizes military strength as the main pillar
of their foreign policy. This doctrine views security threats through a
military lens and prioritizes military force as the primary means of
ensuring national security;

+ Strategic Interests: When a country has strategic interests in a
specific region or over certain resources, it may adopt a more militaristic
approach to protect and advance those interests. This can lead to
interventions or military deployments in order to establish dominance
or influence;

+ Fear of Threats: A perceived threat to national security, whether real
or exaggerated, can lead policymakers to prioritize military action. This
fear can stem from issues such as terrorism, nuclear proliferation, or a
rise in regional conflicts;

+ Influence of Defense Industry: The defense industry plays a
significant role in the militarization of foreign policy. The powerful
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defense contractors and military-industrial complex lobby for increased
defense budgets and the use of military force. This influence can shape
foreign policy decisions, as policymakers may be influenced by the
economic and political interests aligned with the defense industry.

In traditional militarization theory, it is argued that since the armed forces
of a country increase their capabilities, their influence in government
increase, and the state becomes more likely to adopt an aggressive foreign
policy which can lead to war. Within this context, when military officials are
present in government, they participate in decision making. These officials
urge and endorse the use of force because it seems a proper and feasible step.
Moreover, endorsing mainly a war means that these military leaders more
familiar with that policy instrument. They tend to be alarmist and rely on
offensive military solutions (Schofield, 2007, p. 1).

Since the end of the Cold War and the demise of the ex- USSR, the US rose
as a global power and established a new world system based on unipolarity.
The US foreign policy has been militarized, as the US engaged in several
conflicts around the world.

The US invasion of Panama, commonly known as Operation Just Cause,
took place during mid-December 1989, during the presidency of George H. W.
Bush. The core objective of the operation was to depose the de facto ruler of
Panama, General Manuel Noriega, who was wanted by US authorities for
racketeering and drug trafficking. Manuel Noriega was reported to amass
huge fortune from drug trafficking and to aid drug cartels in the region. The
US also still maintained a lot of assets in the Panama Canal Zone, which were
beginning to be threatened by Noriega's increasing paranoia. The operation
concluded in late January 1990 with the surrender of Noriega, the Panama
Defense Forces were dissolved, and President-elect Guillermo Endara was
sworn into office (Cole, 1995, p. 11).

Following the end of the Cold War, the US engaged in the first regional
conflict in the Middle East after Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait on August,
1990. Leading a coalition of more than 30 countries of the world, the US
waged Operation Desert Shield, later Operation Desert Strom, to liberate
Kuwait, and install its forces in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar (Britannica,
2023).

Another manifestation of militarization of US foreign policy during the new
millennium was the US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, and the US War on
Iraq in 2003 as a result of 9/11 attacks which hit the US inland. In revenge,
the US relied on unilateral power, one pillar constituent of the Bush Doctrine,
to conduct the War on Terror.

The above-mentioned examples of US interventionism hold it true that
after the Cold War the US administration relied on military force and
intervention in shaping and implementing American foreign policy objectives.
The US has increasingly prioritized military solutions and military presence
as a means to achieve its political and strategic goals globally. Some key
factors which contributed to the militarization of US foreign policy include:

+ Post-9/11 response: The 9/11 attacks on the US led to a dramatic shift

in the country's foreign policy. The George W. Bush administration
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adopted a "war on terror" approach, emphasizing military action and
intervention to combat terrorism.

+ Doctrine of preemptive strikes: The Bush administration also
introduced the concept of preemptive strikes, which argued for the use
of military force to prevent potential threats before they materialized.
This doctrine justified the military intervention in Iraq in 2003 based
on the perception of a possible threat posed by weapons of mass
destruction.

+ Expansion of military budgets: The US has consistently allocated
significant budgets to its military, resulting in a large and
technologically advanced military-industrial complex. This creates an
incentive to use military force and maintain a global military presence.

+ Military interventions: The US has been engaged in numerous
military interventions and conflicts around the world, such as
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Syria. These interventions demonstrate a
preference for using military force as a primary tool in achieving
strategic objectives.

+ Military alliances and bases: The US maintains a vast network of
military alliances and overseas military bases. This global military
presence serves as a projection of US power and influence and
reinforces the perception of the militarization of American foreign
policy.

+ Shift from diplomacy to military action: Diplomatic efforts have
often taken a backseat to military actions in shaping foreign policy
decisions. There has been a reduced emphasis on diplomatic
negotiations and conflict resolution, leading to a perception that
military force is prioritized over diplomatic channels.

China, the rising rival to the US, has engaged in Africa through several
partnership deals and agreements. Both China and Africa have had strong
ties, dating back to the mid-20th century. It is worth to mention that since
China emerged as a global Communist power under Mao Zedong (1893-
1976), this coincided with the decolonization movement in Africa. Therefore,
China supported African countries in their struggle against imperialism,
offering diplomatic recognition and material aid. This period saw the
establishment of strong political ties between China and newly independent
African nations.

As a part of its grand strategy, China has been investing heavily in Africa
to achieve its goal as global power. China has indeed utilized its soft power in
Africa for various purposes. China’s soft power refers to indirect and non-
military influence of Chinese Republic. In contrast to ‘hard power’, the concept
of ‘soft power’ means to ‘get others to do your bidding’ without using ‘hard
power.” The Chinese government uses a different approach, especially in
developed countries, to ‘get others to stop harming your image’ in line with its
domestic policies (Nilgtin and Aslan, 2020. p. 141).

In the period (1990s-2000s), China-Africa relations underwent a
significant transformation in the post-Cold War period. China shifted its focus
towards economic cooperation, encouraging trade and investment. African
nations embraced China's support, attracted by its no-strings-attached
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approach and willingness to invest in sectors traditionally neglected by
Western countries. China's engagement in Africa surged, primarily driven by
its need for resources and markets to sustain its rapid economic growth.
China's influence in Africa continues to grow, with the establishment of the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in 2000 as a framework for
cooperation and dialogue between the two sides.

China's engagement with Africa intensified further. It was marked by
significant investments in infrastructure, natural resources, and
manufacturing. China became Africa's largest trading partner and a major
investor, financing numerous infrastructure and development projects across
the continent, including railways, roads, ports, and energy facilities. Some
critics argue that China's interests have also resulted in exploitation of African
resources, infrastructure built by Chinese firms with little local involvement,
and potential debt vulnerabilities for African nations.

China’s relationships with Africa have evolved from ideological support to
economic cooperation, and Chinese engagement has brought benefits to
Africa, which will have long-term impacts on African economies and societies.
China's growing presence in Africa is a significant aspect of its foreign policy.
It is aimed at expanding economic, political, and strategic influence in the
continent.

+ Economic Importance: Africa is a resource-rich continent, and
China's engagement in Africa ensures access to key natural resources
like oil, gas, minerals, and agricultural products. Chinese companies
invest heavily in Africa's infrastructure, including roads, railways,
ports, and power plants, enhancing connectivity and trade.
Additionally, China is Africa's largest trading partner, with bilateral
trade reaching hundreds of billions of dollars;

+ Market Expansion: China sees Africa as a massive potential market
for its goods and services. With a population of over 1.3 billion people,
Africa represents a significant consumer base. Increasing trade and
investment in Africa allow Chinese businesses to tap into this growing
market, offering opportunities for economic growth and job creation in
China;

+ Development Assistance and Aid: China provides development
assistance and aid to Africa, exhibiting its willingness to support
African countries' socioeconomic development. Through infrastructure
projects, technical assistance, and grants, China helps Africa bridge its
developmental gaps, addressing issues like poverty, education,
healthcare, and agriculture;

+ Diplomatic Influence: China's engagement in Africa allows it to
enhance diplomatic ties and gather support within international
organizations. By acquiring allies and increasing its influence in African
states, China can strengthen its position in global affairs,
counterbalancing Western influence, and securing support for its own
foreign policy goals;

+ Soft Power Projection: China seeks to enhance its soft power in Africa
through cultural exchanges, educational scholarships, and people-to-
people exchanges. By promoting its language, culture, and education
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system, China aims to foster goodwill and positive perceptions among
Africans, aiding in the pursuit of its foreign policy objectives;

+ Geostrategic Factors: Africa's geopolitical significance cannot be
overlooked. Its proximity to vital shipping routes, resource reserves,
and potential military bases make it strategically important. China's
growing presence in Africa helps safeguard its maritime trade routes,
ensuring the security of energy supplies, and countering potential
challenges to its security.

Therefore, for the above-mentioned reasons, Africa holds significant
importance in China's foreign policy. China sees Africa as a reservoir which
is abundant in natural resources and; in turn, a potential growing consumer
market, which makes it a crucial economic partner for China. In addition,
China views Africa as an arena to enhance its global influence and
counterbalance the dominance of Western powers. By strengthening ties with
African nations, China can expand its sphere of influence, gain diplomatic
support, and secure strategic partnerships. Moreover, China's foreign policy
toward Africa focuses on providing development assistance and aid, which
aligns with its objective of South-South cooperation. China invests in
infrastructure projects, education, healthcare, and agriculture, promoting
sustainable development in Africa while fostering goodwill and diplomatic ties.
In conclusion, Africa holds strategic importance for China, providing
economic opportunities, geopolitical influence, cooperation on international
issues, avenues for development assistance, and opportunities for people-to-
people exchanges.

Through economic development, trade and investment, education and
cultural exchange, public diplomacy and media, and health programs,
China's soft power initiatives in Africa have helped China to strengthen its
economic, political, and strategic interests in the region.

However, China’s today strategy is overtaken by traditional economic
relations with African countries, and its transition to a very different policy of
increasingly militarizing its growing influence in that region of the world,
which is rich in natural resources. China's increased investments in
infrastructure, manufacturing, and green energy are likely to see greater
participation by Chinese State-owned enterprises in Africa. This; in turn, will
undoubtedly require a greater level of military protection of their physical
assets and the lives of their personnel, as they may face security risks in the
African countries.

In this area, there is; indeed, a belief that seems to be moving China, in
recent years, that Africa's economic interests need to be insured and fully
protected, especially with repeated incidents of attacks and killings of Chinese
workers in various African countries. In this regard, China's security role is
one of the determinants of its own system of interactions on the African
continent. Although the economic dimension is essential in China's strategy
of action towards Africa since the beginning of the second decade of the new
millennium, it has tried to present itself as a military partner by strengthening
the military diplomacy machinery with its various tools whether by formal
official visits of high-level officials, or joint security agreements or military
exercises with African partners.
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This step signifies a strategic shift in China's foreign policy towards Africa,
which has long adopted a development partnership strategy and the non-
militarization of foreign policy, which relied basically on the Chinese defence
military doctrine of protecting the nation's borders, the values of the
Communist regime, and military non-proliferation around the world. This
raises a number of questions about the reasons for China's new orientation
towards the African continent and its borders, and the positions of the major
powers whose strategic interests intersect with Beijing on the brunette
continent.

Using a descriptive, analytical approach, the present paper attempts to
analyze the issue of Chinese militarization policy in Africa. Within this paper,
the researcher explores the reasons, motivations, challenges, and
implications of China's militarization strategy in Africa, and its role in bringing
development and progress in the African continent. Since the issue of
Chinese militarization of Africa raises several concerns from other rival
countries to China, such as the US, the study highlights the US reactions
toward the Chinese militarization policy in Africa, and how this militarization
policy will impact the US- Chinese rivalry in the African continent.

2. China’s Engagement in Africa: A historical background:

Historically, China- Africa’s relations dated back to the 15t century, when
Chinese traders and explorers ventured to the African continent to facilitate
trade and establish diplomatic relations. In the Ming Imperial Tomb in Beijing,
there is a wall painting of a giraffe, the famous Chinese admiral and seafarer
Zheng who brought it to the court in Nanjing during one of several expeditions
to the Arab world and the east coast of Africa between 1413 and 1419 (Stein
and Uddhammar, 2021, p. 3).

Early in 1911, official relationships were established between the Young
Republic of China- after the election of Provisional President Sun Yat-sen, and
South Africa. However, a more significant modern engagement began in the
1950s after the People's Republic of China (PRC) was established. During this
time, the Communist Party of China consolidated its power and leadership,
China launched a more active policy of establishing official relationships with
African countries. During the Cold War era, most of the African countries
engaged in decolonization process. China supported various African
independence movements and liberation struggles, providing financial aid,
weapons, and military training. In this regard, Chinese leader Mao Zedong
encouraged African nations to adopt socialism and anti-colonial ideologies,
which resonated with many African leaders at the time. African, Asian, and
Chinese leaders discussed peace, economic development, and decolonisation,
and agreed to increase cooperation between the peoples of the ‘third world’, a
term coined by China’s then leader Mao Zedong.

To promote Afro-Asian solidarity, China hosted the Bandung Conference
in 1955, where the Popular Republic of China (PRC) along with various African
and Asian nations expressed their strong desire for decolonization, self-
determination, and mutual cooperation. This conference paved the way for
further increased diplomatic relations and cultural exchanges between China
and African countries.
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The early Chinese economic engagement in Africa took place in the 1970’s
when China implemented the Tanzam Railway, which was a large-scale
infrastructure project aimed to construct the Tazaram Railway (Tanzania-
Zambia Railway) which connected the landlocked countries to the Indian
Ocean. This project aimed to strengthen economic ties between China and
East African countries, as well as demonstrate China's commitment to
supporting African development. It is worth mentioning that the Tazaram
Railway connected the copper belts in Zambia with the port of Dar Es Salaam.
This enabled Zambia to export copper without having to pass through South
Africa or Rhodesia.

Chinese economic engagement in Africa started in the 1990s when China
first pondered a ‘grander strategy’ for Africa. This period witnessed increased
political, economic, and military exchanges between China and African
countries. China shifted its focus towards economic cooperation with Africa.
As China's economy grew rapidly, it required significant natural resources,
such as oil, gas, minerals, and agricultural products. China began investing
in African countries' extractive industries, infrastructure, and agriculture,
providing loans, aid, and technical expertise.

It is worth noting that China has made a diplomatic push in Africa.
President Xi Jinping visited South Africa during his first overseas trip.
Additionally, top Chinese officials made nine visits to Africa between 2004 and
2015, compared to only four for the US President and Vice- President. This;
in fact, illustrated that China has clearly prioritized its diplomatic efforts on
the continent. In turn, African populations welcomed Chinese efforts.
According to the Pew Global Attitudes Survey (2015), it was found that China
was more popular in Africa than in any other region. It was reported that 70%
of respondents in the countries of South Africa, Ghana, Uganda, Senegal,
Kenya, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Tanzania, and Nigeria held a favorable view
of China. Similar to the African general public, African governments and
intellectuals view China’s role on the continent in a positive light (Dollar,
2016, pp. 2-3).
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Fig. 1: China Is More Popular in Africa than in Other Regions. Source: Pew
Global Attitudes Survey (2015).

In terms of China’s trade with Africa, it began increasing substantially
around 2005. In this regard, Chinese exports to Africa amounted to USD 113
billion in 2019, while imports from Africa reached USD 78 billion. The
volumes have been steadily increasing for the past 16 years. To be sure, weak
commodity prices in the period 2014-2017 had a massive impact on the value
of African exports to China, even while Chinese exports to Africa remained
steady. With a total trade of USD 200 billion in 2019, China is Africa’s biggest
bilateral trade partner (Stein and Uddhammar, 2021, p. 5).

Fig. 2: China’s trade in goods and services with Africa (1992-2019). Source:
UN Comtrade and the SAIS China Africa Research Initiative (SAIS-CARI).

In 2019, Chinese exports to North Africa (Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco,
and Tunisia) amounted to USD 27 billion, or 23.8 percent of the total to the
entire continent, while imports from North Africa reached USD 7 billion. More
than two-thirds of Chinese trade with Africa thus takes place with the
countries located in Sub-Saharan Africa. China trades with almost all 53
countries in Africa. Table 1 shows, however, that China’s six biggest export
destinations absorb over half of its total exports to the continent. South Africa
is China’s principal export market, followed by Nigeria and Egypt.

Table 1: China’s largest export markets in Africa (2019).

Country Exports (in USD billion) % of Chinese exports to

Africa

South Africa 16.6 14.6%

Nigeria 16.6 14.6%

Egypt 12.2 10.7%

Algeria 6.9 6.1%

Kenya 4.9 4.3%

Ghana 4.9 4.3%

Total six countries 54.6%

Source: China-Africa Research Initiative.

Table 2: China’s key import destinations in Africa (2019).
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Country Imports (in USD billion) % of Chinese imports from

Africa

Angola 23.3 29.8%

South Africa 9.5 12.1%

Republic of Congo 5.9 7.5%

Democratic Republic of the 4.9 6.2%

Congo

Libya 4.7 6.0%

Gabon 4.6 5.9%

Total six countries 67.5%

Source: China-Africa Research Initiative.

Table 2 shows similar geographical patterns in Chinese imports. Six
countries make up 68 percent of total exports, with Angola accounting for
almost one-third. From Angola and Libya, China mainly imports oil; from
Gabon come oil and manganese. The Republic of Congo mainly provides oil
and minerals, and the DRC, cobalt and copper. South Africa mostly exports
chemical products, platinum, iron, and steel to China.

Fig. 3: Chinese trade with Africa as percent of China’s foreign trade (2000-
2018). Source: UN Comtrade data.

The above-mentioned figure shows that while China’s trade with Africa
has increased substantially in absolute numbers, it still amounts to only
around four percent of Chinese foreign trade across the globe.

In 2019, total Chinese Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) to Africa amounted
to USD 44 billion, which corresponded to 2 percent of global Chinese FDI.
Total FDI from the US to Africa was USD 78 billion, making it the top investor
in the continent. American FDI to Africa, however, amounted to only 0.7
percent of its total outward FDI. The UK was the second largest investor to
Africa, with USD 65 billion, followed by France with USD 53 billion. For the
UK and France, FDI to Africa account for 3 percent of their global investment.
Therefore, while Chinese investments have increased over a few years, the
totality cannot be said to be extraordinary.

Table 3: Main recipients of Chinese FDI (2019, in USD billion)

Country Total stock (in USD billion) % of Chinese FDI in Africa
South Africa 6.1 13.8%
Democratic Republic of the 5.5 12.5%
Congo
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Angola 2.9 6.5%
Zambia 2.8 6.5%
Ethiopia 2.8 5.6%
Gabon 1.8 4.1%
Total six countries 21.6 49.1%

Sources: UNCTAD and China-Africa Research Initiative.

The aforementioned table shows that in addition to being China’s biggest
African trading partner, South Africa is the top destination for Chinese
investments, followed by the DRC, Angola, and Zambia. Ethiopia — while
potentially rich in geothermal energy and with recent developments in
hydropower — is the only country listed in the table that cannot be said to be
rich in raw materials. Chinese ventures in Ethiopia are mainly in
infrastructure and light manufacturing. Around 30 percent of Chinese FDI in
Africa is channeled to infrastructure and construction, while 25 percent goes
to mining and extraction of raw materials. While Chinese FDI to Africa may
not seem unusually large, it is worth mentioning that Chinese contract
revenues in Africa are substantial. According to data provided by Johns
Hopkins University, approximately 30 percent of Chinese overseas
construction contract revenue derives from African markets (The SAIS China
Africa Research Initiative, n. d.).

In 2019, the gross annual revenues of Chinese companies’ engineering and
construction projects in Africa totaled USD 46 billion, dropping by six percent
from 2018. About 20 percent is covered by loans from Chinese financiers.12
2018 was, however, the fourth consecutive year that gross annual revenues
of Chinese companies’ construction projects in Africa declined (‘The Chinese
Loans to Africa Database’, 2022).

China trades with almost all countries in Africa and does not discriminate
between regions. On the surface it might seem that China’s economic
relations with Africa follow an opportunistic market-based logic. It is partly
true, and Chinese corporations operating in Africa are guided by commercial
opportunities. However, such an observation does not provide a complete
picture. Chinese political decision-makers consider economic relations with
Africa as means to satisfy goals for its own economy, and they also facilitate
the country’s wider geopolitical aims. This means that commercial relations
with some big countries that are rich in raw materials or have other assets
that China considers vital—such as Angola and its oil, Zambia and copper, or
DRC and cobalt—are buttressed by close political relations that China has
ambitiously pursued (Stein & Uddhammar, 2021, p. 12).

Consequently, this economic partnership expanded to sectors like
telecommunications, construction, manufacturing, and services. To further
strengthen economic partnership with Africa, China founded the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). Established in 2000, FOCAC is a platform
for dialogue and cooperation between China and African countries. Held every
three years, FOCAC meetings facilitate discussions on trade, infrastructure,
investment, healthcare, education, and agriculture. These meetings have
served as a mechanism for fostering and deepening China-Africa relations
(Zeng and Zhan, n. d., p. 88).

In 2013, China announced the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as a strategic
initiative to boost regional connectivity, promote economic development, and
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enhance cooperation with countries along the ancient Silk Road routes. Being
an ambitious global infrastructure project, the BRI aims to enhance
connectivity among Asia, Europe, and Africa through investments in roads,
railways, ports, energy, and telecommunications. African countries have been
significant beneficiaries of BRI projects, further strengthening economic ties
with China. It is worth mentioning that there were five main motivations and
factors behind China’s announcement of BRI (OECD, 2018, pp. 3- 4). These

are cited in the table below:

Geopolitical influence The BRI allows China to exert its influence on a global scale
by expanding its economic reach and political influence
across Asia, Africa, Europe, and beyond. It helps China
position itself as a global leader, both economically and
politically.

Economic benefits China aims to address its domestic overcapacity issues and
stimulate economic growth by developing new markets and
investment opportunities along the Belt and Road routes. By
engaging in infrastructure projects, trade facilitation, and
bilateral investments, China seeks to create a more
interconnected and prosperous regional economy.

Energy security China is heavily reliant on energy imports, particularly in the
form of oil and gas, to sustain its economic development. The

BRI enables China to secure energy resources from
participating countries, ensuring a stable supply and
reducing its vulnerability to disruptions or conflicts in
transportation routes.

Domestic development The BRI promotes the development of China's less-developed
western regions by connecting them with neighboring
countries and facilitating trade and investment flows. This
helps to address regional disparities and boost economic
growth in those areas.

Global cooperation & | China seeks to enhance its image as a responsible global
diplomacy actor through the BRI. By offering financial assistance,
technological expertise, and development projects to partner
countries, China aims to strengthen diplomatic ties, promote
cultural exchange, and foster goodwill among nations.

Table 4: Factors behind China’s announcement of BRI.

China's engagement in Africa has transformed over the years from
ideological support during the Cold War to economic cooperation,
infrastructure development, and diplomatic relations. While Chinese
investments have brought both opportunities and challenges, many African
countries have welcomed Chinese involvement as it provides much-needed
resources, infrastructure, and trade opportunities for their development.

It is worth noting that China’s increasing engagement in Africa is a result
of China's ‘going out’ policy, aka the ‘going global’ strategy, which reflects the
government's initiatives to encourage Chinese companies to invest and
expand their operations overseas. Being introduced in the early 2000s,
China’s ‘going out’ strategy has since been a key component of China's
economic development strategy in Africa. Through ‘Going Out’ strategy, China
increased its engagement and investment in Africa in various sectors such as
trade, investment, infrastructure development, and diplomatic relations.
Moreover, China’s engagement in Africa aims to (1) diversify China's economy,
(2) acquiring natural resources, (3) enhancing global market presence, and (5)
developing strategic industries.
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China’s ‘Going out’ strategy represents China's ambition to become a global
economic powerhouse and diversify its economic interests beyond its borders.

3. China’s Diplomacies: From Soft Power to militarization:

China's approach to diplomacy in Africa has evolved over the years,
transitioning from soft power tactics to increased military engagement in the
region. China's evolution of its African diplomacies has passed through the
following phases:

+ Soft Power Diplomacy:

Over 2000 years, generations of Chinese leaders have adopted the
stratagems and long-term planning elegantly stated in Sunzi’s Binfa (Art of
War). These stratagems did not remain in an ivory-tower of military theory,
but formed a key element of statecraft: a carefully crafted strategy to confuse
putative rivals, throw them off balance, and hopefully ‘win victories without
striking a blow’. In modern times, Chinese leadership is venturing in most
parts of the world, mainly Africa, through its famous strategy of soft power by
which China has won several battles without firing a shot (Hunter, 2009, p.
378). Coined by political scientist Joseph Nye (2004), a soft power refers to a
nation's ability to influence and shape the preferences and behavior of other
countries through non-coercive means. It is the ability to attract and co-opt,
rather than forcefully coerce others into aligning with one's own interests and
values. Soft power is based on intangible and non-material resources such as
culture, values, ideas, diplomacy, economic ties, educational exchange
programs, and global appeal. Unlike hard power, which relies on military force
or economic sanctions, soft power seeks to build relationships and exert
influence through persuasion, cultural diplomacy, and the ability to set the
agenda and shape the global narrative. Soft power is often seen as
complementing a nation's hard power capabilities, as it can help gain
legitimacy, foster goodwill, and build alliances in the international arena (p.
10).

China’s soft power in Africa has witnessed a rapid growth in recent times
as a powerful means to achieve Chinese medium and long- term objectives. It
is premised on the realization that there are many ways of getting what China
wants. In contrast, force, which has been mostly used in many instances, is
neither the most rational nor the least costly. Currently, soft power at work,
and this is what China prefers using in Africa. Its strategy works in that way
in Africa. To ensure success and continuity of its rapid growth and activities
in the African continent, China’s soft power strategy has been successfully
implemented, which enabled China to obtain a comfortable position, and also
not to be easily ejected from the scene by its powerful predecessors and new
comers and aspirants, such as India, Turkey, and Brazil (Kurlantzick, as cited
in Arrey, 2013, p. 35).

China’s soft power in Africa is manifested through the following ways:

» Economic Cooperation: China initially focused on economic
cooperation as a means of enhancing its influence in Africa. It provided
aid, loans, and investments in infrastructure development,
manufacturing, mining, and agriculture. This approach aimed to
establish economic ties and gain political goodwill (Cooke, 2020, p. 30).
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» Cultural Exchanges: China promoted cultural exchange programs,
academic scholarships, and educational partnerships in Africa,
promoting Chinese language, arts, and culture. This facilitated people-
to-people connectivity and fostered goodwill towards China (Cooke,
2020, p. 34).

» Economic Expansion and Resource Acquisition: China increasingly
invested in African countries to secure various resources, particularly
minerals and energy, to fuel its own economic growth. This resource-
driven approach helped Africa's infrastructure development but raised
concerns about environmental degradation and unsustainable
practices (Cooke, 2020, pp. 29- 30).

» Trade and Investments: China expanded its trade relations with
African nations, becoming their largest trading partner. Investments
were focused on key sectors such as infrastructure,
telecommunications, and energy, strengthening economic ties and
promoting development (Cooke, 2020, p. 31).

» Infrastructure Developmental Projects: China pursued
infrastructure development projects, such as railways, ports, and
roads, in several African countries. While these projects have improved
connectivity and trade, concerns have emerged about their cost,
quality, and the potential debt burden they impose on African nations
(Cooke, 2020, p. 32-3).

» Debt Diplomacy: Some argue that China's lending practices have
created a debt trap for African countries, leveraging their indebtedness
to gain political influence. This has raised concerns about Africa's
economic sovereignty and China's increasing influence in African affairs
(Cooke, 2020, p. 31).

+ Military Engagement and Security Cooperation:

China's security presence in Africa has been complex and multifaceted. In
addition to military installations and the activities of private security
companies, China also relies on several other forms of security engagement.
In fact, China's strategic interests in the African continent and its economic
and commercial relationships with African countries have noticed an
overwhelming growth because of China’s reliance on soft power strategy.
However, China today is being overtaken by traditional economic
relationships with African countries, and China has moved to adopt a very
different policy of increasingly militarizing its growing influence in Africa.
Being rich and abundant in natural resources, China’s increased investments
in infrastructure, manufacturing, and green energy are likely to see greater
participation by Chinese State-owned enterprises in Africa. This, in turn, will
undoubtedly require a greater level of military protection of their physical
assets and the lives of their personnel, as they may face security risks in the
African countries.

Chinese militarization in Africa is manifested as follows:

> Peacekeeping Operations: China has significantly ramped up its

contributions to UN peacekeeping missions in Africa. It has deployed
troops and provided military support to enhance regional stability and
portray itself as a responsible global actor (Kumari, 2008, pp. 107- 8)
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» Military Bases: China established its first overseas military base in
Djibouti, strategically located near key maritime routes. While China
officially refers to it as a logistics facility, it represents an expansion of
China's military footprint in Africa and safeguards its interests in the
region (Zhou, 2017, para. 2- 3).

China's diplomacy in Africa has shifted from soft power engagement to a
more multifaceted approach, combining economic cooperation, infrastructure
development, and military engagement. While these actions have enhanced
China's influence in Africa, they have also raised concerns among Western
powers and regional stakeholders about China's intentions and implications
for African sovereignty.

3.1. Factors Driving Chinese Militarization in Africa:

After decades of exercising economic and commercial relationships with
its African partners, China has turned into implementing a military policy in
Africa through establishing military bases and practicing peacekeeping
activities. This can only be explained to the fact that China intends to protect
its national assets on the continent and gain greater geopolitical influence.
Across Africa, the People’s Liberation Army has been conducting regular joint
training exercises. Conducting major Chinese infrastructure and military
projects goes within the Belt and Road Initiative (Chandran, 2018, para 1).

It is worth mentioning that Chinese- African military partnership has
been the result of China-Africa Defense and Security Forum in Beijing hled in
2018. Accordingly, China announced that it will provide African countries
with comprehensive support on matters, such as piracy and counter-
terrorism. In addition, it would provide its African partners with technologies,
equipment, personnel and strategic advice. All that came amid expectations
for the US to reduce troops in Africa under President Donald Trump’s ‘America
First’ policy, which boosted Chinese President Xi Jinping’s government as the
dominant foreign power on the continent. In this regard, Luke Patey, senior
researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies, reported that
Chinese arms sales to Africa have surpassed the US. That goes hand in hand
with Beijing’s expanding military cooperation (Chandran, 2018, para 2).

There are four main factors which drove Chinese militarization in Africa.
These are cited below:

3.1.1. Resources’ security and strategic internment:

As a matter of fact, Africa is rich in natural resources, including oil,
minerals, and strategic metals. China's rapid industrialization and economic
growth require a steady supply of these resources. To secure access and
protect their investments, China has been increasing its military presence and
cooperating with African governments for resource extraction. China's
military activities in Africa are partly driven by security considerations. The
continent faces various challenges such as terrorism, piracy, and separatist
movements that can threaten regional stability and Chinese investments. By
deploying military forces and establishing military bases, China aims to
contribute to regional stability, protect its citizens and investments, and
support African governments in addressing security challenges (Alden, 2001,
p. 23).
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3.1.2. Protection of Chinese economic interests and

investments:

China has significantly increased its investments and business
engagements in Africa over the past two decades. As Chinese companies
operate in Africa, they face security risks such as piracy, terrorism, and local
conflicts. To protect its citizens, assets, and projects, China has developed a
military presence as part of their strategy (Bayes, 2020, pp. 21-2).

Chinese naval presence in Africa, particularly in the Gulf of Aden and the
Red Sea, is driven by the need to secure commercial shipping routes and
protect its growing maritime interests. China's military deployments in these
waters, such as anti-piracy patrols and escort missions, contribute to regional
stability as well (Kaufman, 2009, p. 2).

China has shown increasing concern about non-traditional security
threats like terrorism, transnational crime, and disease outbreaks in Africa.
To address these challenges, China has been providing military support,
training, and equipment to African states, aiming to enhance regional security
and stability (Henry, 2016, pp. 9- 10).

China's economic engagement in Africa has significantly expanded over
the years, with investments in infrastructure projects, natural resource
extraction, and trade partnerships. To safeguard its economic interests and
protect its investments, China is bolstering its military capabilities in Africa.
A strong military presence ensures the security of its assets and protects its
economic influence in the region (Grieger, 2019, pp. 3-4).

3.1.3. Countering Western military and diplomatic

influence in Africa:

Africa's geopolitical location is crucial due to its proximity to major
shipping routes and traditional power centers. China sees Africa as a strategic
foothold for its global influence and to counterbalance Western powers'
presence in the region. Establishing military bases and partnerships with
African countries allows China to extend its reach and enhance its strategic
position. China's military presence in Africa provides it with an avenue to
deepen diplomatic relations with African countries. Through military
cooperation, training programs, and humanitarian assistance, China can
strengthen its ties and improve its image as a reliable partner. This, in turn,
increases its influence within African governments and regional
organizations, ultimately enhancing its global standing. (Bayes, 2020, p. 24).

3.1.4. Enhancing China's global standing and influence:

Building a global image of a major world power is an essential aspect of
China's geopolitical ambitions. By establishing a military presence in Africa
and expanding its influence on the continent, China can project power beyond
its immediate neighborhood and challenge the traditional spheres of influence
dominated by Western powers. A strengthened military presence in Africa
enhances China's credibility and status as a global power (Bayes, 2020, p.
24).
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3.2. Chinese Military Activities in Africa: Military

cooperation and capacity-building:

It is worth mentioning that since the mid-1990s, China has calibrated its
foreign policy approach toward Africa by focusing on economic relationships
and heralding a policy of noninterference. China’s noninterference policy has
stemmed from respect for sovereignty of African countries. Though civil wars
and conflicts broke out in several countries in Africa, China focused on
pragmatism in its foreign policy in Africa, and never intervened in those
conflicts, whether politically or militarily. However, when Hu Jintao became
President of China, he introduced a new set of ‘historic missions’ for the
Chinese armed forces in 2004. These missions constituted a major broader
revision of the PLA’s ‘strategic guiding theory,” and were mainly derived from
Hu Jintao’s doctrine (Mulvenon, 2008, p. 1). Since then, China has been
steadily increasing its military activities in Africa through various forms of
military cooperation and capacity-building initiatives. These activities are part
of China's broader strategy to enhance its presence and influence in Africa
and secure its economic and geopolitical interests on the continent.
Additionally, China helps build military capabilities through military
partnership.

Military cooperation between China and African countries involves a range
of initiatives, which aim to strengthen the capability and professional
development of African armed forces, promote mutual understanding, and
foster closer ties between China and African nations. The Chinese military
presence in Africa is manifested through the following ways:

3.2.1. Establishment of military bases or logistics support

facilities:

Since the end of 2017, China has succeeded to own a logistic naval base
in Djibouti. This naval base aims at combating piracy activities, and ensuring
the security of the Bab Al- Mandeb Strait, in particular ensuring the security
of Chinese vessels which pass through the Strait. In addition, the new naval
base is part of Djibouti's efforts to counter terrorism and piracy. Since the end
of the 2008, China's military navy has conducted some 20 missions off the
coast of Somalia and the Gulf of Aden, as part of efforts to counter piracy.
However, it experienced difficulties at docking and resupply stations. The
Foreign Minister of Djibouti stated that China was an additional strategic ally
of Djibouti, along with the French and Americans who possess large naval
bases in the country. Furthermore, he added that the Chinese naval base
should not be seen as a desire for Chinese expansion in the Horn of Africa, or
in the rest of the world. It is worth mentioning that the building of Chinese
naval base after the region became a stronghold for piracy and terrorist
activities, poses a constant threat to the international community's interests
(Masuda, 2023, p. 6).

The construction of a Chinese military base in the Horn of Africa, Djibouti
in particular, was part of a security and defence treaty concluded and signed
between China and Djibouti in February 2014, which provides for the
construction of a Chinese naval base in Djibouti in return for annual rent of
$ 20 millions per year under a 10- year renewed contract. As a matter of fact,
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this is the first military base built by China overseas; in line with China's
strategy to revive the its old Silk Road both by land and sea, and following the
announcement by Chinese President Xi Jinping of his Belt and Road Initiative
in 2013.

Moreover, China has begun extending its influence and finding its
cornerstones on the maritime silk route through the Pearl Chain, which
consists of a number of ports developed by China, since 90% of China's trade
is carried by sea routes. According to the Shanghai International Shipping
Institute, China's share of shipping will rise to about 15% of the global total.
China will have a larger shipping fleet and greater conventional shipping
power by 2030. The naval fleet and military bases which spread across global
oceans, including the Chinese base in Djibouti have several military and
commercial purposes. For China, it sees Africa as a source of maximizing its
wealth. The Horn of Africa is a strategic area, and from a geopolitical
perspective, it is close to Strait of Bab Al Mandab, Indian Ocean, and Suez
Canal, and is regarded as an important passage to the International trade
(Duchatel, 2019, p. 1).

Following the outbreak of the Yemeni war and the regional conflict between
Saudi Arabia and Iran, China feared that the Houthis will take control of the