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Abstract:

Today, humanity is suffering from a deteriorating environmental situation as a
result of sustained human activity causing negative impacts on all components of the
environment in the air, water, and soil, which has caused negative impacts
represented by global warming, which has resulted in the climate changes we are
experiencing today, delayed rainfall, and the hole in the ozone layer, Environmental
pollution comes at the forefront of environmental crimes committed by humans who
are careless and indifferent to the current and future state of the environment. The
aim of this study is to shed light on the dangers of environmental pollution to humans
and the environment. We have concluded that environmental pollution must be
eliminated due to the pests it causes.

Keywords: Environmental pollution - environmental crimes - international
criminalresponsibility — environment.
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Abstract:

The recognition of environmental rights as human rights has prompted the
international community to enact laws that consider the relationship between humans
and the natural world. These laws treat environmental violations as crimes, especially
those that cause transboundary damage. Radioactive pollution is of particular concern
to the international community, especially in light of several accidents causing
extensive long-term damage, such as the Chernobyl accident in 1986. This type of
pollution has resulted in numerous international agreements and instruments being
concluded with the aim of limiting nuclear emissions. These international efforts
have resulted in the creation of regional and international mechanisms designed to
combat nuclear pollution and promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy.

Keywords: Radioactive contamination, the international community, environmental
rights, atomic energy.
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abstract

International non-governmental organizations (NGOs), such as Greenpeace and
the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), address environmental issues. Although
they lack the power to enact laws, they influence legal frameworks through advocacy
and lobbying. While these organizations cannot ratify international treaties, they play
an effective role in lobbying for their drafting and implementation. They can submit

memoranda and documents to international tribunals such as the International Court
of Justice or the International Criminal Court, and they have consultative status with
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the United Nations, enabling them to participate in international discussions related to
the environment.

These organizations also utilize reporting mechanisms provided for in
international treaties, such as the Aarhus Convention, which enable public
participation in environmental decision-making. Furthermore, they contribute to
lobbying for stricter environmental laws at the national level. They also resort to
strategic litigation to prosecute governments or companies involved in causing
environmental damage.

Public campaigns and awareness-raising are key tools these organizations rely
on, contributing to increased pressure on public opinion and policymakers. Thus, it
can be said that although NGOs do not directly enforce laws, they significantly
influence environmental policies, monitor compliance with laws, and hold
stakeholders accountable through various legal and advocacy strategies.
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Abstract:

The tremendous advancements in military technology have raised significant
concerns about the destruction of the ecological environment for living organisms in
general, and humans in particular. This has reached a point where life becomes
impossible for extended periods in areas exposed to the use of certain lethal
weapons—such as weapons of mass destruction—or subjected to systematic and
deliberate ecological sabotage aimed at forced displacement or inflicting widespread
harm on civilians.
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In light of this, recent calls have intensified to establish what has been termed
the "crime of ecocide," which has yet to be recognized by the United Nations to date.
However, given certain international practices that now undeniably constitute crimes
rising to the level of environmental annihilation, it has become imperative to bolster
and reinforce such perspectives and appeals. This includes exploring mechanisms to
combat and prevent such crimes, particularly through examining appropriate judicial
frameworks to adjudicate practices that could be classified as ecocide. Additionally,
there is a pressing need to pursue accountability for perpetrators through international
justice systems.

Consequently, to what extent can the push to recognize ecocide as a fifth crime
under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court be realized?
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Abstrat:

This presentation explores the "Polluter Pays Principle" as a modern legal
mechanism to combat environmental crimes. It examines its legal and economic
foundations, its incorporation in both international and Algerian law, and assesses its
practical effectiveness and challenges. The aim is to highlight its role in promoting
environmental justice and supporting sustainable development.
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Abstract:

It 1s well known that there is no international judicial body specialized in
examining environmental disputes. Therefore, the latter are subject to the jurisdiction
of numerous courts, some of which were established through international treaties
and agreements.

Accordingly, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea is considered a
relatively new judicial body, established under the 1982 International Convention on
the Law of the Sea, which entered into force in 1994. It is specifically concerned with
examining disputes involving harm to the marine environment.
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The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea has many characteristics that
we will attempt to address in this intervention. However, before that, we will address
its origins and then its jurisdiction. We will conclude by addressing the most
important judicial applications of the Tribunal, which it has considered and issued
provisional measures or interim measures in, such as the case of the ship Louisa
(Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Spain), and the Southern Bluffen Tuna case, for
example.
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Abstract :

Environmental damage resulting from international crimes is one of the most
critical challenges to environmental justice, especially given the limited
compensation mechanisms within the framework of international criminal liability.
Compensating for such damage requires the establishment of financial guarantee
mechanisms to ensure the remediation of environmental harm caused by serious
violations, such as war crimes and crimes against humanity. These mechanisms
include the creation of environmental compensation funds, the imposition of financial
penalties on perpetrators, and obligating involved corporations to finance
environmental rehabilitation programs. Additionally, the development of
international environmental insurance mechanisms can ensure immediate
compensation for affected countries and communities. Strengthening international
cooperation is essential to effectively implementing these measures, thereby
achieving environmental justice and reinforcing the prink.
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Abstract :

The environment is the surrounding space that encompasses various biotic and
abiotic elements necessary for the continuity of human and animal existence.
However, negative human interventions lead to the emergence of what is known as
environmental crime, which represents one of the most significant challenges
currently facing humanity, especially with the advent of modern technology that has
expanded its scope. Illegal activities towards the environment exacerbate
environmental problems such as air and water pollution and loss of biodiversity. This
situation necessitates the need to regulate the legal future of environmental crime,
which can only be achieved by studying the reality of this crime as a step toward
developing international legal frameworks to achieve environmental justice and to
hold accountable those responsible for such crimes.

Keywords: crime, environment, illegal activities, environmental problems, legal
liability
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Abstract :

The illegal exploitation of transboundary groundwater between countries can
lead to its contamination due to industrial or agricultural development, as well as to
its depletion or even neglect. Such actions constitute environmental crimes against
these vital water resources, posing serious threats to the water security of the
concerned states. This situation underscores the urgent need to enact legal
frameworks that ensure the protection and preservation of shared groundwater
through the effective prevention and prosecution of environmental crimes.
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Abstract

There 1s no doubt that the issue of environmental crime has become a pressing
concern on the international stage due to the threat it poses to human life. Indeed,
environmental violations and pollution constitute international offenses, thereby
engaging the criminal responsibility of their perpetrators. Such acts infringe upon a
right protected by international humanitarian law and international human rights law.
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Consequently, it has become imperative to safeguard the environment against all
forms of aggression.

In the absence of an international criminal system dedicated exclusively to
environmental crimes, and given that the international criminalization and deterrence
of such unlawful practices remain significant challenges for the global community, it
has become essential to rely on existing international criminal judicial mechanisms to
enhance efforts in combating these crimes. In particular, the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) is of key importance, as environmental crimes
have become no less serious than other offenses under its jurisdiction. This raises the
question of whether it is possible to expand the ICC’s mandate to include
environmental crimes?

In order to grasp all aspects raised by the issue at hand, we have chosen to
examine it through two main axes:

» First Axis: The jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court in prosecuting
environmental crimes as offenses under international law.

» Second Axis: The obstacles to the application of the International Criminal
Court’s jurisdiction in repressing environmental crime.
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Abstract:

Environmental damage is one of the most serious challenges facing the world
today, as irresponsible human activities contribute to the degradation of ecosystems
and climate change. Given the severity of these damages, it has become essential to
activate international accountability mechanisms to ensure that those responsible for
environmental crimes are prosecuted.

International laws aim to regulate criminal responsibility for environmental
damage through a set of agreements and legislations. However, legal and practical
challenges hinder the achievement of environmental justice as required.
Strengthening this responsibility is crucial to combating pollution and environmental
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destruction, with a need to develop stricter mechanisms to ensure compliance with
international environmental standards.

Keywords: International criminal responsibility, environmental crimes,
environmental protection.

42



datd) ailall aail) & Adgal) Auiliad) AaSaal) dlad

ali g9, 1 pssl Olgad (aigy sallial)
(1) sealae did o)< 3l
59 G5 — raxe slge daals 59 G — raxe slge daals
nacer.zerourou@ummto.dz djthane.younes@ummto.dz

toadla

) DL i3 Al Lwds cunyd (G Agasd! Aas5lall analsll (o Al dasyxd] foang0

LT (e kel Aanyedl o oo dpumes ) LB ylas uBy  lladl gl 0315l (e Ul 53350 2l Jllas

s9uz U5 Loyl slazely ez @1 Joudl aalladl ol Bdd) Bonymedl Appmgins e 1S po cApalu]

o 2ald Awdlly elgae asbized) Adogadl 51,30 & Aol Azl 2aSmll 595 Liddls LS B> lgll &gl

wagai ol Blan b Uagias (L5 4deld 3aad (Gl bl Lieagly cdiudly Hls¥ e gl

Loglaill Aazlye 3y9ma ) Lugily . qula¥l Logy pllas (rass dlatun ivay Adeed) @lyml a3 deislg
gl 2l allaall Slisdsl caus 2l @ilymt) 2 1haly 2l Aules 5u5ant Aol agilall

Abstract:
Environmental crime is one of the emerging legal issues that has imposed itself

due to the increasing violations affecting the environment and disrupting global
ecological balance. This topic includes defining environmental crime and
highlighting its essential elements, with particular emphasis on the specificity of
international environmental crime, which is characterized by its cross-border impact.
The role of the International Criminal Court in establishing criminal responsibility—
whether individual or state—for environmental harm was also examined, along with
the challenges limiting its effectiveness, especially the lack of explicit provisions in
the Rome Statute that criminalize environmental offenses as independent crimes. The
conclusion reached was the need to reform the international legal framework in order
to strengthen environmental protection and to prioritize environmental crimes within
the scope of international criminal justice.
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Abstract:

Environmental crime, whether domestic or international, is included in national
and international instruments; through global protocols as well as international
agreements; being a crime with its own characteristics, including the characteristic of
danger; and being of a special nature; because its result does not appear at the place
of the crime or at its time; and being a crime that does not recognize borders; which
made it an international crime that countries seek to combat and reduce its danger;
which requires identifying it through the elements it includes and the characteristics it
enjoys as well as the principles that must be available.

Keywords: Environment, environmental crime, international environmental crime,
international agreements, combating environmental crime.
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Summary:

This research paper aims to shed light on the most important international
issues, namely environmental crimes and the serious damage they cause to this vital
sector. Considering that large factories, through their intensive industries and the
carbon dioxide emissions they produce, were the primary cause of the radical changes
that have occurred on Climate, most importantly the phenomenon of global warming.
The study will focus on the extent of the limitations of international criminal justice
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in limiting the phenomenon of burying or filling in industrial waste coming from
Europe in the lands of African countries or drowning it in their territorial waters, as
the study considers that collusion between African countries and the most
industrialized countries and allowing Transforming Africa into a center for technical
land filling is an international crime against the environment. Therefore, the study
will recommend the need for all African peoples to rise up to combat this crime under
an international criminal law capable of condemnation but incapable of effective
combat due to the specificity of the crime under study.

Keywords: International criminal justice, environmental crime, dumping and burial
of Western industrial waste, the African continent, Nigeria as a model
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Abstract:

International Organizations play a crucial role in combating environmental
crime by establishing legal frameworks, enhancing international cooperation, and
proving technical and financial support to State.

Their efforts include setting legal standards through agencies such as Interpol
and Europol.

Additionally, institutions like the UN and the World Bank offer training
programs and funding to strengthen national capacities. Despite challenges such as
weak law enforcement and resource, constraints, strengthening international
collaboration and improving monitoring mechanism, can effectively curb
environmental crimes and protect ecosystems worldwide.

Keywords: International Organizations; environmental crime; international
collaboration.
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Abstract:

Nuclear pollution in the high seas represents a legal challenge that requires
effective international coordination to ensure the protection of the marine
environment. Nuclear waste and radiation are among the fastest spreading materials
on a large scale, especially in the marine environment. Their danger to the
environment and humanity necessitates the establishment of a set of measures and
mechanisms imposed on operators in the high seas to comply with the restrictions for
protecting the area.

This raises the issue of excluding the punitive approach in the rules that
support the protection of the marine environment, and approach of these rules has
weakened international cooperation regarding the protection and preservation of
marine environmental security.

Keywords: high seas, Nuclear energies, International responsibility, marine
environment, nuclear pollution.
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Abstract

Armed conflicts, whether international or non-international, are among the threats
to environmental security in conflict zones, given the direct dangers they pose to the
natural environment, which endangers human health and security, and violates the
right to a healthy and clean environment.

Therefore, the problem of protecting the environment during armed conflicts has
become one of the concerns of the international community, as the issue of the
environment is a matter of public and global interest, especially with the rapid and
accelerating development of means and methods of combat between the conflicting
parties. Therefore, the rules and principles of international humanitarian law came to
stipulate the obligation of the parties to the conflict or the warring parties to respect

the various conventions and customary rules related to protecting the environment
during armed conflicts, and that attacking it is considered a war crime.

Keywords: Environmental security, international humanitarian law, international
agreements.
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abstract

The inclusion of new environmental crimes in the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) not only enhances the scope of international
criminal justice and supports global environmental protection, but also represents a
crucial step toward sending corporate impunity. Based on a descriptive and
comparative analysis of current practices and relevant literature, this article aims to
assess the feasibility of considering serious environmental harm as a crime within the
jurisdiction of the ICC as a response to the current environmental crisis. It also seeks
to explore the substantive changes that the recognition of environmental crimes under

the Rome Statue might bring about, particularly with regard to the expansion of the
Court’s jurisdiction to include the prosecution of entities and corporations
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Abstract:

Environmental crime has always been a key topic in international discussions on
the environment and sustainable development. This type of crime reflects serious
violations of environmental standards that endanger human life and the stability of
our planet. There are many international legal mechanisms aimed at reducing these
crimes, the most important of which is the Convention on Biological Diversity. This
was one of the first international conventions to emphasise the importance of
maintaining biodiversity worldwide. This would lead to the protection of vital
components necessary for a healthy environment.

Keywords: Convention on Biological Diversity, environmental crime, mechanisms,
objectives.
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ABSTRACT :

The environmental field has received special attention from international
community actors (countries, institutions, organizations, individuals, etc.), because
any impact on the environment, whether positive or negative, inevitably impacts
people and their lives. Therefore, numerous international laws, treaties, agreements,
and guidelines have emerged that focus on the environment and everything related to
it, whether in times of peace or in times of armed conflict. The protection afforded to
humanity during armed conflicts must be understood in its broadest sense, given that
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the use of weapons of all types and forms in combat inevitably leads to harm to both
humans and the environment, and there is no room for differentiation between them
in this case.

The principles governed by international humanitarian law are sufficient to
guarantee comprehensive protection and criminalization of everything that harms and
destroys everything related to human existence and activity in life. Examples of what
has been internationally agreed upon in this area include the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use of Environmental Modification Techniques for Military
Purposes, and the San Remo Manual on International Law Applicable to Armed
Conflicts at Sea from 1988 to 1994, without neglecting the scattered articles (direct
and indirect) in the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, and the two Additional
Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1977.

Keywords: environment, international treaties and agreements, international
humanitarian law, protection, criminalization, harm
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Abstract

International criminal responsibility for environmental damage is a
contemporary issue in international law, aimed at holding individuals and states
accountable for environmental destruction caused by acts that may constitute
international crimes. This study examines the legal foundations of such
responsibility, the most significant environmental crimes, and the challenges
hindering its effective enforcement..

Environmental criminal responsibility is grounded in several international
instruments, most notably the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(1998), which criminalizes acts causing widespread, long-term, and severe
environmental destruction. Additionally, the Geneva Conventions (1949) and their
Additional Protocols prohibit environmental destruction during armed conflicts..

Several international agreements regulate environmental protection, including
the Basel Convention (1989), which governs the transboundary movement of
hazardous waste, and the Stockholm Convention (2001), which restricts persistent
organic pollutants due to their harmful environmental impact.

Environmental crimes with a criminal dimension include the use of chemical
weapons and environmental destruction during wars, as seen in the Vietnam War,
where Agent Orange was used. Other examples include the illegal disposal of toxic
waste and deliberate pollution, which devastate ecosystems and public health. Recent
instances include the Israeli aggression on Gaza, where weapons with catastrophic
environmental and public health consequences were employed, and the Iraq War,
where depleted uranium was used, leading to long-term radioactive contamination
with devastating effects on both populations and the environment..
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The enforcement of international criminal responsibility for environmental
damage faces several challenges, primarily the difficulty of proving criminal intent in
environmental cases due to their indirect nature, as well as the absence of a unified
legal framework defining environmental crimes as independent international
offenses.

International criminal responsibility for environmental damage serves as a
crucial mechanism to ensure environmental protection and accountability for
violations. However, its success requires strengthening legal frameworks, expanding
the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and enhancing international
cooperation to combat environmental crimes more effectively

KEYWORDS: International Criminal Responsibility-Environmental Crimes -
International Law -Environmental Destruction - International Criminal Court
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Abstract:

Environmental crimes are characterized by their general nature, which increases
their severity and makes it difficult to impose penalties on perpetrators in the absence
of an international criminal court specialized in environmental crimes. However, the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court considers the use of internationally
prohibited weapons and their environmental damage as war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

This has prompted the international community to advocate for the
humanization of war and to combat these environmental violations, restricting
warring parties in their choice of combat techniques that lead to human rights
violations.

Keywords: Environmental crime; Rome Statute; International responsibility;
Prohibited weapons.
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Abstract :

The intervention of the International Criminal Court in the protection of the environment
remains limited, despite the gradual development witnessed in light of the increasing recognition of
international environmental crime, recent efforts to broaden the scope of jurisdiction, but the efforts
faces a challenge due to the absence of independent provisions for environmental crimes in the
Rome Statute of 1998.

The ICC derives its jurisdiction over environmental crimes, indirectly, from the Rome
Statute pursuant to the provisions of Articles 06 (crimes of genocide), Article 07 (crimes against
humanity) and Article 08 (war crimes) on the one hand, and in the absence of a clear definition of
international environmental crimes. This jurisdiction thus remains linked to the interpretation of the
ICC prosecutor's office. They are then adapted to specific provisions for other crimes, creating legal
uncertainties in international accountability mechanisms. This calls for the joint action of the
international community to add international environmental crime to the Rome Statute as a separate
crime.
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States responsibility for environmental protection

during armed conflict
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Abstract:

Environment is where humans live and carry out their daily activities, thus, a
secure environment ensures a good quality of life.

International documents have recognized environmental protection as an
international obligation, requiring all states to adhere to regulations that promote a
sustainable environment during peacetime and wartime as well.

Certainly, wartime affects highly environment, it takes a short time to destroy it
and causes many losses. International humanitarian law has established rules to limit
the effects of war on the environment by restricting belligerent’s right to choose
methods of warfare.

Key Words: The environment, IHL, international obligation, armed conflict,
belligerent responsibility.
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Abstract :

International environmental crime is one of the most serious international
crimes, defined by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a war
crime.

The rules of International law have defined the conditions for its occurrence
and specified various penalties for perpetrators, including fines, confiscation, or
custodial sentences such as imprisonment.
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Abstract:

Concepts evolve alongside the progression of reality and human thought. With
new developments emerging on the international stage—such as environmental
degradation—a transformative movement has gained traction in international law:
recognizing environmental harm as a basis for an international crime. This would fall
under the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC), achieved through a
reinterpretation of certain provisions within its Rome Statute, supplemented by
additional legal frameworks to establish a comprehensive international criminal
justice system.

Global efforts in environmental law-making have been extensive, reflecting a
clear and urgent interest in protecting the planetary systems that sustain humanity.
The consequences of environmental destruction extend far beyond immediate loss of
life and systemic corruption; its long-term repercussions pose an existential threat to
humankind.
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Abstract:

International criminal responsibility is a recent topic in legal studies, prompted
by the rapid developments experienced by the international community. It continues
to generate widespread debate in international jurisprudence and practice. This is due
to the repercussions of the era, which have produced various forms of environmental
pollution in general. This has made the establishment of international responsibility
in this area a necessity to preserve the environment and ensure its sustainability and
safety for future generations.

International responsibility is defined as a legal system that seeks to
compensate one or more other persons. It is also the legal penalty, accountability, and
punishment for negligence. International responsibility as a result of environmental
pollution has focused on various areas, including air, soil, and water. From this
perspective, international responsibility is any internationally unlawful act committed
by a state or any international person, and to protect the environment from pollution
resulting from development activities.

Since environmental protection is primarily an international requirement shared
by all countries of the world, this study aims to define the concept of international
criminal responsibility for environmental damages resulting from armed conflicts
within the framework of international humanitarian law and its foundations. This is
achieved by explaining international criminal responsibility for environmental
damages during armed conflicts. The study did not neglect to shed light on
international criminal responsibility for environmental damages caused by the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. The study uses the descriptive-analytical approach and
the historical approach through which we address the most important historical
treaties and agreements that addressed the issue of international criminal
responsibility for environmental damages. The study concluded that the rules of
international environmental protection during armed conflicts will not be effective
unless they are coupled with a penalty imposed on those who violate them. Hence,
international responsibility for environmental damages acquires its importance.
Keywords: International criminal responsibility, environmental pollution, armed
conflicts, international criminal law.
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